The Fourth Sunday of Easter offers us the figure of
the Good Shepherd who knows his sheep: he calls
them, he feeds them and he guides them. For over
fifty years the universal Church has celebrated this
Sunday as the World Day of Prayer for Vocations…
At the root of every Christian vocation we find this
basic movement, which is part of the experience of
faith. Belief means transcending ourselves, leaving
behind our comfort and the inflexibility of our ego in
order to centre our life in Jesus Christ. It means
leaving, like Abraham, our native place and going
forward with trust, knowing that God will show us
the way to a new land. This “going forward” is not to
be viewed as a sign of contempt for one’s life, one’s
feelings, one’s own humanity. On the contrary,
those who set out to follow Christ find life in
abundance by putting themselves completely at the
service of God and his kingdom. Jesus says:
“Everyone who has left home or brothers or sisters
or father or mother or children or lands, for my
name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and inherit
eternal life” (Mt 19:29). All of this is profoundly
rooted in love. The Christian vocation is first and
foremost a call to love, a love which attracts us and
draws us out of ourselves, “decentring” us and
triggering “an ongoing exodus out of the closed
inward-looking self towards its liberation through
self-giving, and thus towards authentic selfdiscovery and indeed the discovery of God” (Deus
Caritas Est, 6)… The Virgin Mary, model of every
vocation, did not fear to utter her “fiat” in response
to the Lord’s call. She is at our side and she guides
us. With the generous courage born of faith, Mary
sang of the joy of leaving herself behind and
entrusting to God the plans she had for her life. Let
us turn to her, so that we may be completely open
to what God has planned for each one of us, so
that we can grow in the desire to go out with tender
concern towards others (cf. Lk 1:39). May the Virgin
Mary protect and intercede for us all. (Pope
Francis)
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“Ask Jesus
what he
wants
from you
and be
brave”

O Holy Spirit, Spirit of
wisdom and divine love,
impart Your knowledge,
understanding, and counsel
to youth that they may know
the vocation wherein they
can best serve God. Give
them courage and strength
to follow God's holy will.
Guide their uncertain steps,
strengthen their resolutions,
shield their chastity, fashion
their minds, conquer their
hearts, and lead them to the
vineyards where they will
labor in God's holy service.
Amen.
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES:
Sat. Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 9:30am & 5pm
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
Mon, Tues & Thurs: 7:30am
Wed: 6pm
Fri: 9:15am
Sat: 9:15am (Sthn Cross Hostel)
HOLY HOUR: Wed: 5pm
RECONCILIATION:
Wed: 5:15 – 5:45pm
Sat: 4:15 – 4:45pm
BAPTISMS:
Sundays 9:30am Mass
BAPTISMAL PROGRAMME &
WEDDINGS: By appointment
ANOINTING MASS:
Quarterly: 1st weekend
1ST SAT OF EACH MONTH:
11am Mass in honour of Our Lady.
PLANNED GIVING PROGRAMME:
100% tax deductible. Please join by
contacting parish office.
FAITH FORMATION:
Sundays 3:30pm (in presbytery)
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Mon, Wed & Fri 9am to 2:30pm

Good
Shepherd
26th April 2015

(B)

4th Sun of Easter
1ST READING: Acts 4:8-12
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
The stone rejected by the builders
has become the cornerstone.
2ND READING: 1 John 3:1-2
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the good
shepherd, says the Lord; I know my
sheep, and mine know me. Alleluia!
GOSPEL: St John 10:11-18
Internet resources:
“ Zenit News”;“Catholic on Line”;
“Liturgical Year Calendar”, “Spirit Daily”,
Children’s web: Google, EWTNKIDS.
Deepen your faith-find answers on “Tim
Staples; Catholic Sacraments” videos;
www.vocationcentre.org.au



MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat Vigil: Delia Zyta McShane & Kath Osboldstone Tue: Theresa Rodriguez
Sun 8am: Thomas John Munro Wed: Thanksgiving Mass (through the intercession
Sun 9:30am: John James Heaney (1st Anniv)
of John Paul II)
Sun 5pm: Bonnie Ryan (40days)
Thur: Ismael Vilela Ribeira
Mon: Julie Dunn
Fri: Yolanda & Giuseppe Pappalettera
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OUR SICK: Marie and Edgar Busuttil, Pat Raby, Mollie Burgess, Patricia Flannery,
Josephine Helback, Moira Butler, Alan Sargeant …

Happy Birthday to: Sr Betty (22nd) and Alex Burton (26th)
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation Adults) will be conducted from September to Easter 2016.
There is a need for a few Sponsors willing to journey with the candidates for Easter
Sacraments during the above period. Preliminary meeting with the Sponsors will be held on
Wed 1st July at the presbytery at 6:30pm. There will be 2 forms in the church foyer: 1 for
Sponsors and 1 for candidates.
Attention Catechists: 1) The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine is holding a special Eastern
Area Mass this Wed. 6th May at St Anne’s, 47 Mitchell Street, Bondi Beach at 11am, with a
shared lunch in the Parish Hall to follow. Please contact Gennie on 9663 3657 if you are able
to attend. Please bring a plate to share. 2) “Praying with Children” presentaton on Mon 4th
May from 10am to 1:30pm at Level 8, Polding Centre, 133 Liverpool St. Lunch provided.
The next CWF Appeal will be held on next weekend (2nd & 3rd May). Specially printed
envelopes will be available soon for your kind donations.
We welcome back all our Parish school staff, Catechists, children and their families
from their holidays for a new and exciting Term 2.
Parish School News: 1) Family Mass: Sat 9th May: KB Class; Sat 16th May: KH Class.
2) Class Mass: Fri 15th May: Yr 2; Fri 22nd May: Yr 3.
Sacrament of Confirmation (for children): Sun 14th June at 11am. Children in our Parish
School, please see your REC; children in Daceyville Public School, please see your Scripture
teacher. Other children, please ring the Parish Office for more details.
Archdiocese of Sydney Rome Pilgrimage Tour departing 3rd June for 7 nights. For full
details visit www.romepilgrimages.com or phone 1800 819 156
Foley Gardens Self-care Retirement Village – Upstairs 1-bedroom unit may be available
soon. For further details please call Joe de Andrade (Manager-Property) on 0438 696
396 or Patricia Low (Manager-Admin) on 9349 1292
This weekend: Vigil: J Haggar (A) J Spora, P Tjugito (R) F Doherty, C Lan Kam (C)
Thomas W (M)
8:00am: G Diab (A)
V Meyer, R Wijaya (R)
G Gates, M Wong (C)
P Low (M)
9.30am: A Varghese (A)
I Tjahjadi, Darlene T(R)
C Goncalves, L Tjoe (C)
T Chin (M)
5.00pm: R Yang (A) J Chandra, D Sarmiento (R), Volunteers (C)
Counter: J De Andrade
Next weekend: Vigil: J Haggar (A)
F & G Hogan (R)
8:00am: G Diab (A)
G Guerrera, F De Andrade (R)
9.30am: A Varghese (A)
M Tjokrowidjaja, Delwin T(R)
5.00pm: R Yang (A) Volunteers (R), Volunteers (C)

G Hage, S Tjen (C)
Thomas W (M)
P Chen, Volunteer (C)
P Low (M)
N Cook, K Wong (C)
T Chin (M)
Counters: J Haggar, M Wells
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They shall grow not old,
as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.

LEST WE FORGET.
One of the images found most often in the art of the
catacombs is the Good Shepherd. The official website of
San Callisto explains: “The Good Shepherd with a lamb
around his shoulders represents Christ carrying the soul
which He has saved. It is the most frequent symbol of
Christ and the best loved by the early Christians. It had
for them the same importance which the Crucifix has for
us now.” Before the catacombs, in Greek and Roman
pagan art, the image of a sheep-bearer is a common
scene. In ancient Christianity, we see in the Good
Shepherd, a youthful Jesus depicted in rustic garb.

Words of Pope John Paul II on Priesthood Vocation "I am often asked,
especially by young people, why I became a priest. Maybe some of you
would like to ask the same question. Let me try briefly to reply. I must
begin by saying that it is impossible to explain entirely. For it remains a
mystery, even to myself. How does one explain the ways of God? Yet, I
know that, at a certain point in my life, I became convinced that Christ was
saying to me what he had said to thousands before me: 'Come, follow me!'
There was a clear sense that what I heard in my heart was no human voice,
nor was it just an idea of my own. Christ was calling me to serve him as a
priest. And you can probably tell that I am deeply grateful to God for my
vocation to the priesthood. Nothing means more to me or gives me greater
joy that to celebrate Mass each day and to serve God's people in the Church.
That has been true ever since the day of my ordination as a priest. Nothing
has
ever
changed
this,
not
even
becoming
Pope."
(Los Angeles, USA, September 14, 1987)

