Food shortages are widespread in our world. But, in addition to ordinary food everyone
hungers for other needs just about as important as life itself: justice, freedom, dignity,
security, understanding, affection. People seek not merely to exist and to survive, but to
prosper and to thrive. All these other hungered-for needs contribute to giving life deep and
holy meaning. .. Today’s text from Isaiah 55 is an exhortation to reclaim the ancient hope
of God’s People. The primary metaphors are those of food and water and other
commodities of survival. The metaphor minimizes them as if they are unimportant. Indeed,
it is not merely food and drink which the Prophet announces, but rather the challenge to
“Come to God heedfully; listen, that you may have life!” The Gospel narrative is the
miraculous multiplication of the loaves and fishes in Matthew’s text. Again, the
miraculous quality of the event is a serious distraction in the story if it is allowed to be so.
More to the point of the story as a meaningful event was that the “crowds” had been
following Jesus in that sort of preliminary discipleship of the Gospels. They had become
hungry physically by following him out of spiritual hunger, and the loaves and fishes
multiplied to be sufficient for “five thousand men, not counting women and children” was
compassionate behaviour on the part of Jesus. His concern, prayer, and leadership were
sufficient to make them “all ... satisfied.” However, being satisfied is nearly always a
temporary event. Satiation yields necessarily to subsequent hunger. It is perhaps one of the
principal processes of life. Likewise, with discipleship: hungering for the Gospel and all
that goes with it leads to all the complexities of life, including both the joys and sorrows of
the Cross and Resurrection. Hungering for spiritual meaning is one of the principal
processes of the spiritual life and life in God’s Spirit! St. Paul had experienced profound
spiritual hunger as an overly zealous young man. His hunger had been satisfied only with a
most profound mystical experience. His misguided and destructive spiritual zeal was
extinguished by a temporary physical blindness which was itself removed by nothing less
than the power of God’s Spirit at his baptism. Today’s passage from his lengthy letter to
the Roman Christians decades after his conversion poses his famous rhetorical question
about the Christian’s security in the Love of Christ. Can anyone or anything remove the
believer from Christ or Christ from a believer? His answer was, No! Paul had tremendous
conviction about the profound and overwhelming power of Christ’s love since it was that
very love which called him from a life of murderous religious extremism to that of an
apostle for the Gospel. The enthusiasm for and wonder at the power of God, and the hope
which God’s message instils in those who genuinely hear his Word, are the focus in
today’s scripture texts. Life lived enthusiastically in relationship with this God renews “the
everlasting covenant” which God has established with his creation and the people who live
in it ... us!

More prayers are needed for the people in the war zones of
Gaza, Israel, Ukraine, Syria and Iraq. In addition prayers
are urgent for Christians persecuted and facing
MARTRYDOM
in some Islamic countries across the
World. The West African nations are calling for help
while being exposed to the deadly Ebola virus. Let us pray
for all of them : Blessed Michael the Archangel…
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18th Ordinary Sunday
1ST READING: Isaiah 55:1-3
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
The hand of the Lord feeds us: he
answers all our needs.
2ND READING: Romans 8:35. 37-39
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! No one lives on
bread alone, but on every word that
comes from the mouth of God.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL: St Matthew 14:13-21
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You gave us bread from heaven,
Lord: a sweet-tasting bread that was
very good to eat.
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WEEKEND MASS TIMES:
Sat. Vigil: 5pm
Sunday: 8am, 9:30am & 5pm
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
Mon, Tues & Thurs: 7:30am
Wed: 6pm
Fri: 9:15am
Sat: 9:15am (Sthn Cross Hostel)
HOLY HOUR: Wed: 5pm
RECONCILIATION:
Wed: 5:15 – 5:45pm
Sat: 4:15 – 4:45pm
BAPTISMS:
Sundays 9:30am Mass
BAPTISMAL PROGRAMME & WEDDINGS:

By appointment
ANOINTING MASS:
Quarterly: 1st weekend
1ST SAT OF EACH MONTH:
11am Mass in honour of Our Lady.
PLANNED GIVING PROGRAMME:

100% tax deductible. Please join by
contacting parish office.
FAITH FORMATION:

Sundays 3:30pm (in presbytery)
OFFICE HOURS:
Mon, Wed & Fri 9am to 2:30pm

Thank
you
Lord
for
calling
me...

MASS INTENTIONS:
Sat Vigil: Rosaria La Macchia
Tue: Francisco Ramirez
Sun 8am: Sam Fayad (blessings)
Wed: Nan Gurney
Sun 9:30am: Clare Campbell
Thu: Eileen Murray
Sun 5pm: Pro Populo/Jenny Yong
Fri: Eileen Murray
Mon: Maria Sharon Balila (thanksgiving)
OUR SICK: Marie Busuttil, Pat Raby, Maria De Andrade, Mollie Burgess, Patricia
Flannery, Josephine Helback, Joy Williams, Moira Butler and Jenny Yong…
Foley Gardens Self-care Retirement Village – waiting list available. Please call
Fr. Jerzy on 93491292 or 0411125357 for further details.
th

Happy Birthdays to: Delwyn Tjahjadi (8 )
CWF APPEAL: This weekend. We welcome Chris Cox from CCD to our Sat Vigil &
Sun 8am Masses. Please use the specially printed envelopes in the pews for your
donations. All amounts over $2 are tax-deductible. Please fill in your details if a tax
receipt is required.

PARISH SCHOOL NEWS: 1) Class Mass: Fri 22nd Aug: Yr 2. 2) Family Mass: Sat 2nd
Aug: Yrs 3 & 4; 3) School Mass: Fri 8th Aug: Feast of St Mary of the Cross; Fri 15th Aug:
Feast of the Assumption. 4) First Holy Communion: 1st Lesson: 4pm followed by
Commitment Mass at 5pm-Sat 16th Aug. For children in our Parish School, please see your
Class teacher; for children in Daceyville PS, please see your Scripture teacher.

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in
your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and consecrated
persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond generously and
courageously to your call. May our community of faith support
vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask this through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Fr. Michael de Stoop, Vocations Director
vocations@sydneycatholic.org
Email: Omar
Website: http://www.vocationcentre.org.au
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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRIGIN MARY (DAY OF
OBLIGATION): FRIDAY 15TH AUG: Mass times: 7:15am; 9:15am (Parish & School) and
7pm.
ST MICHAEL’S ACADEMY: This Sun 3/08: Christian Sacraments. Sssion will be held in the
presbytery from 3:30pm to 4:30pm.
Winter Luncheon for Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor: Thur 21st Aug from 11:30am at 35
Dudley St, Coogee. Price: $20. For details and bookings, please ring 9665 6331.
CYS Youth Leaders’ Formation course: see brochures in church foyer.
On Noticeboard: 1) Annual Mass for Pregnant Mass; 2) Carmelite Vocation Retreat.
This weekend: Vigil: J Haggar (A)
L Paquin, J Spora (R)
F Doherty, G Hage (C)
Thomas W. (M)
8:00am: G Diab (A)
P Tjugito, A Burke (R)
O Sarmiento, Volunteer (C)
P Low (M)
9.30am: A Varghese (A)
M Tjokrowidjaja, Delwin T (R)
C Findlay, Volunteer (C)
A Burton (M)
5.00pm: R Yang (A), A Carino, J Chandra (R), Volunteers (C)
Counter: G Hogan
Next weekend: Vigil: J Haggar (A) S Kirpalani, R Williams (R) S Kim, Volunteer (C) Thomas W (M)
8:00am: G Diab (A)
M Marshiella, T Long (R)
A Burke, Sr Betty (C)
P Low (M)
9.30am: A Varghese (A)
H Evening, Volunteer (R)
M Tjokrowidjaja (C)
A Burton (M)
5.00pm: R Yang (A), F Francis, K Kalapura (R), Volunteers (C)
Counters: B Dunn, H Morris
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Blessed

Michael the Archangel, defend us in the day
of battle. Be our safeguard against the wickedness
and snares of the devil. May God rebuke him, we
humbly pray, and do Thou, O Prince of the heavenly
hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell satan, and
all the evil spirits, who wonder through the world
for the ruin of souls. Amen.
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"I want to express my closeness and my constant prayer to
these families and these people," the Pope continued. "Dear
brothers and sisters who are so persecuted, I know how much
you suffer, I know that you are stripped of everything. I am
with you in the faith of the one who has conquered evil!"
In his weekly last Sunday Angelus address Pope Francis mourned the tragedy of
the last Christians from the Iraqi city of Mosul, who were told by ISIS forces last week
to either convert, pay the Jizya tax, leave or die.

